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In his work, Paul Devens (Maastricht, 1965) manages various concepts of 
reality by adapting codes, formalities and identities and embedding these in a 
different ʻre-inventedʼ condition.  
These adaptations often derive from aspects of an institutionalized society. 
This process of adapting and embedding is sublimated in different 
manifestations, such as time- and space related installations and minimal act, 
frequently with a performative quality. 
The output consists of installations, with sonic and architectural elements, 
electro-acoustic performances and video screenings.       
 
Esthetical features often embody technological phenomena by sound 
processing through computers, modular- and interactive software and 
homemade - and circuit bent instruments in combination with elaborated 
transformations of (sometimes existing) spaces. 
 
The installations often study the correlation between architecture and time-
based media, such as sound. The way in which spatial and sonic qualities 
oscillate with cultural pre-constructed conceptions, led to a selection of works 
like “Testing Ground” (2006), “Pavilion” (2007) and “Pole” (2008). 
 
Sound-works and sound-performances investigate the relation of ʻspectacular 
aestheticsʼ and content by using a DIY (do-it-yourself) strategy to gain 
independency and authenticity and thus, to create an alternative form. All 
sources of sound could be at the basis; usually digital transformations 
accompany the composition process and reduce the sources to raw material 
only.  
 
Paul Devens studied at the ABK and the Jan van Eyck Academy in Maastricht. His 
work has been installed, performed and screened at: le Magasin, Grenoble (France, 
1994), LU, Nantes (France, 2000), Confort Moderne, Poitiers (France, 2001), 
Museum Z33, Hasselt (Belgium, 2002), Neuer Aachener Kunstverein (Germany, 
2003) Marres, Maastricht (2000 & 2003), Ctrl_Alt_Del 1, 2 & 3 Istanbul (2003, 2005, 
2007), Pause / Oboro Gallery, Montreal (2004) and OCA/ISP Oslo (2004), Love City, 
Tallinn, Salzburg, Maastricht (2006), Experimental Intermedia, New York (2006), 
Laptopia #4, Tel Aviv (2007), Digital Media, Valencia (2008), stichting Intro / In Situ 
Maastricht (2007, 2008), Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, Bureau Europa 
ʻPanelsʼ, Maastricht (2010), etc 
 
 


